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JFK mystique 
gets replayed 
25 years later 







By Laurence Jolidon 
USA TODAY 

sassinado^of 1 John^ Kenn* 
dv still evokes questions — 



Who really shot the presi- 
dent? What would have be- 
come of us if the bullets had 






missed? 

As in previous Novembers, 
_ this anniversary brings an on- 

JFK: ft. wan* 

date marked, not death evitably — refined theories of 
W ^° really was behind the 
“crime of the century." 

Public tributes this year pale in comparison with the 20th 
anniversary in 1983. The Kennedy family has made clear 
its preference to downplay the day of his death and instead 
focus on JFK’s birthday, May 29. 

But before November is over, in print and on TV we’ll see 
a treasure of rare photos and home movies (some color- 
ized) of our most photogenic president — and among our 
most popular. Not to mention almost enough vintage video 
to make us think TV sets are reverting to black and white 
The cascade of Kennedy-ana makes the words of Nellie 
' nna "y. wife of then-Gov. John Connaily, resound decades 
i the innocence of those final, happy moments be- 
: the shots that changed history, she said, "Mr. Presi- 
icut, you can’t say Dallas doesn’t love you." 

Adding to the appeal for JFK buffs with thicker skins* the 
eeminely insoluble conspiracies and double-crosses sug- 
J expert and amateur sleuths, 
s month's TV specials and new, hot-selling books — 
on America by David E. Scheim and Mafia 
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Plot is put to the test 
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► In Cleveland, Tim McCormack, Oiyahoga County auditor. 









has organized a Mass for public omciais on inov. z z at bL 
John s Cathedral. Bishop Antony M. Pllla will preside. 

“We want to recall a time when people didn’t have to apolo- 
gize for being idealistic/’ says McCormack. 

► In Pittsburgh, the Allegheny Trails Council of Boy Scouts 
will dedicate an Eagle Scout induction ceremony to JFK using 
the text of a letter Kennedy once wrote his father asking for 
money to pay his Scout dues. 

► In Washington, D.C, veterans of the Peace Corps — a leg- 
acy of his presidency — will have a Mass at St Matthew's Ca- 
thedral and stand a 24-hour vigil in the Capitol Rotunda ending 
at noon on Nov. 21 

► At Arlington Cemetery, outside the capital, an honor 
guard of Green Berets will lay a wreath at his grave, as they’ve 
done every Nov. 22 since the assassination. 

► The John F. Kennedy Library in Cambridge, Mass., will 
open a Peace Corps exhibit on Nov. 20 and stage a Nov. 22 
seminar featuring speakers who knew and served in govern- 
ment with Kennedy. A group of Boston-area high school and 
college students are invited, but mostly “it will be a quiet day of 
reflection and meditation,” says spokesman Frank Rigg. 

► In Dallas, where there’s a small memorial to Kennedy, no 
official ceremonies are scheduled. 

The former Texas School Book Depository is now mostly 
anwty offices. A private, non-profit assassination exhibit on 
the sixth floor, where Oswald drew a bead on the open convert- 
ible as it passed Dealey Plaza, was scheduled to open 
month, but zoning delays have put it off until February. 

“Looking back on such a tragic event is nothing a 
wants to do,’’ says Lindalyn Adams of the Dallas Coum 
torical Foundation. “But people have always come here 
ing an understanding of what happened. And we realize \ 
caretakers of a site where history occurred. What hapi 
here changed the world. We accept that now.” 




